A “BEAUTIFUL DEMOCRACY” 


If ADOLF HITLER had a particle of 
the grim humor of BISMARCK, his de- 
scription of the present Government of 
Germany as a beautiful democracy 
might be taken as sardonic. He inno- 
cently numbered it among the great 
achievements of his rule during the 
- past four years. What he said was 
perhaps a kind of unconscious lip serv- 
- ice to something which long since van- 
` ished under him in Germany. There may 
be disputes about what a democracy 
really is. But everybody agrees what 
: it is not. In Germany representative 
' government has been wiped out. The 
_ Reichstag has become simply a set of 
dummy Deputies, which meets only 
. when HITLER wishes to use it as & 
` gounding-board for one of his lordly 
proclamations to the world. No such 
thing as free speech or free press is 
tolerated in present-day Germany. One 
of the accompaniments of HITLER'S 
- beautiful democracy is the concentra- 
` tion camp to which you are sent if you 
venture in any way to criticize the 
Government, or to hint that anything 
whatever is wrong in Germany. 

: Similar methods and results are en- 

countered under other dictators, but 
fewer attempts are made to sugar-coat 
- them as HITLER seeks to do. MUSSOLINI 
is more direct and honest in his account 
of what is taking place. He openly 
despises democracy and declares it to 
be a worn-out system which ali intelli- 
gent countries will hasten to get rid of. 
` Liberty is sneered at by the Italian 
Dictator as a left-over and obsolete 
ideal which has no place whatever in 
the modern world of discipline and un- 
questioning obedience. Germans have 
' known something about democratic in- 
stitutions, even if they did not work 
: any too well. They have not forgotten 
how their republic was virtually ex- 
tinguished by force four years ago. 
Nor will they omit to notice that HIT- 
LER admitted a food shortage in Ger- 
many among the glories of his achieve- 
ments. His régime may be a beautiful 
democracy, but one of its beauties has 
to be set down as not having enough to 
eat, as Germany confessedly has not 
today. l 
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